


Topics for today

● About me
● My role in Norfolk
● Talking about AAC
● Using AAC at home
● Parent Questions
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Parent Qs

● Who owns the AAC device and is responsible for updates, backing up 
and tech bugs?

● Does the district work with a student’s outside SLP to connect home 
and school?

● How is the size of the AAC device determined?
● Does the district leverage one specific app like TouchChat or 

ProLoquo?  
● How is the students device mapped to match their skill set and the 

school’s curriculum?



Communication should be FUN!!
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xoDAZSCc9D8




Talking about AAC



Receptive 
Language

INPUT

The ability to 

understand what 

is being said
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Expressive 
Language
OUTPUT

How the child 

communicates
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Many of our students struggle with 
Receptive AND Expressive Language
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Some of our students understand 
much more than they can express
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Visual 
supports can 
help!!
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Visual supports can be 
picture symbols, 
photographs, drawings, 
objects, or written words
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Picture symbols are how we 
represent language for students 

who aren’t reading yet
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If we want kids to use 
symbols to communicate, we 
need to use symbols to 
communicate with them
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www.assistiveware.com
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Feature Matching is 
the process SLPs use 
to support AAC 
recommendations



AAC at home



Helping your child be the best 
communicator they can be!!
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YOU are the EXPERT!
YOU know your child BEST!!

24



Getting started with AAC at home

● What is your favorite or most relaxed time of day at home 

with your child?

● Are there certain routines you do everyday at home? Does 

your child have a way to participate?

● What is the most challenging time of day?

● What fun activities does your child like to do with family 

members?
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Be a good communication partner





Modeling Without Expectation
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OZ9_gxgEkMs


It is OKAY to model 
with symbols or a 
device WITHOUT 
expecting a response!! 
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Why we need to embrace 
CORE VOCABULARY



CORE VOCABULARY is a small 
set of common words that 
represent roughly 80% of what 
we say. Fringe vocabulary is 
everything else.



Examples of core words

like

not

want

Go

I

you

do

stop

help

see

in

out



You can model CORE 
VOCABULARY in ANY 
SITUATION!! 



Core words are harder to represent 
using picture symbols because they 
are abstract concepts. That means 

LOTS of modeling is needed.



FRINGE VOCABULARY is 
easier to represent using 
photos or picture symbols



Fringe words are context specific

PROPER NOUNS

● People names

● Pet names

● Restaurants

● Town/City

● School name

CATEGORY WORDS

● Food
● Colors
● Animals
● Art supplies
● Body parts



Fringe words are easier to 
learn. Core words are harder 
to learn, but the long term 
benefits are worth it!!



Tips for Modeling and being a great 
Communication Partner













Parent Qs

● Who owns the AAC device and is responsible for updates, backing up 
and tech bugs?

● Does the district work with a student’s outside SLP to connect home 
and school?

● How is the size of the AAC device determined?
● Does the district leverage one specific app like TouchChat or 

ProLoquo?  
● How is the students device mapped to match their skill set and the 

school’s curriculum?



Attributing Meaning

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsqblGI5OHA
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